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the Westminster Fellowship Memorial Presbyterian Church discuss 


> 


it, “It Can Happen Here,” with their advisor, Miss Amelia while their 
the Rev. points out the location this PHS hospital the map. 
Left right, Carter Choate, George Rossman, Jr., Faith Hoffman, Rev. Creal and 
Miss Also included the cast, but not pictured were: Marilyn Morris, Herbert 
Salkins, Irene Heinback, Gladys Goduti, Leon Hoffman, Jack Foster, Theresa Dean, 
Gail Choate, Fred Miller, Oliver Choate and Allan Konkus. 


the beginning the world there 
was the Divine edict, “Let there 
and the Bible continues “God 
saw the light that was good.” 

The Rev. R.L. Creal, Pastor, Memo- 
rial Presbyterian Church Newark, 
New Jersey, convinced that even to- 
day would good more light pen- 
etrated the dark recesses 
thinking regard their prejudices 
toward Hansen’s disease patients. 
not only believes this, but doing 
something dispel such ideas. 

the autumn 1954, when the 
Westminister 
group) Mr. Creal’s church began 
considering subjects for the year’s pro- 
ject, they were told about Hansen’s dis- 
ease and the stigma attached its mis- 
nomer “leprosy.” The group decided 
take the subject their study course 
for the year 

Aided the New Depart- 
ment Public Health and the Ameri- 
can Leprosy Missions, Inc., New York, 
the.group directed the Youth Advis- 
er, Miss Amelia Klc, remarkable young 
woman herself, began series pro- 
grams and activities designed inform 
themselves the facts, and then help 
spread the truth and combat misunder- 
standing. 

The program called for the establish- 
ment circulating library Han- 
sen’s disease, including books, publiga- 
tions the Leonard Wood Memorial 
and copies THE STAR. display 
was built the Church narthex, and 
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there was also huge map the world 
indicating every mission station where 
Protestant medical work being car- 
ried fight Hansen’s disease. 

The group saw six films, reviewed 
four books, had panel discussions, and 
heard several speakers including Dr. 
Joseph Gardam the New Jersey De- 
partment Public Health; Miss Dora 
McEwan, R.N., Superintendent 
Nurses, New York State Rehabilitation 
Hospital and Dr. Edwin Miner, Eastern 
Area Secretary the 

Climaxing the year’s work two act 
play titled “It Can Happen Here” was 
presented the public. The skit was 
written the fellowship and directed 
Miss Klc. This program was given 
advance publicity assure good at- 
tendance. The story 
with New Jersey boy who was diag- 
nosed having Hansen’s disease. 
the second act, the youngster Car- 
ville and meeting other patients and 
adjusting hospital routine. This play- 
let was followed “Twenty Questions” 
performed the cast the play and 
open question period led the Rev. 
Creal. 

letter THE STAR, the Rev. 
Creal wrote, “In whatever coverage you 
give this, may suggest that you give 
the credit for management the pro- 
ject the Youth Adviser, Miss Amelia 
Klc (pronounced rather than 
me. She has only recently turned 
herself, and are tremendously proud 
her leadership the young 


Light” 


Much praise due Miss 
Klc for her work and the interest she 
created the subject Hansen’s dis- 
ease BUT this not the first time nor 
the first congregation that the Rev. 
Creal has caused consider the need 
enlightment HD. 


THE STAR February 1951 
article called “The Church Can Hurt 
Help,” space was devoted telling 
how the Rev. Creal learned the truth 
about and how eager was cor- 
rect his former errors. that time 
was serving pastor the First Pres- 
byterian Church, West Haverstraw, 
New York, the close morning 
service, Mr. Creal offered prayer for 
the Presbyterian Hospital for pa- 
tients the French Cameroun. 
don’t remember what said, but was 
probably wrote the Rev. 
Creal. “After the service nurse, Miss 
Dora McEwan came and 
very friendly and inoffensive way, set 
straight. was ignorant they come, 
but she began help. She loaned 
copies THE STAR, showed her 
Carville scrapbook, and got the 
mailing list the Leonard Wood 
Memorial.” Miss McEwan, registered 
nurse who spent some time this hos- 
pital studying about Hansen’s disease 
had her facts straight and then, now, 
she didn’t miss opportunity cor- 
recting misinformation. That fall 
1950, the Rev. Creal directed the atten- 
tion the Westminister Fellowship 
the need learning the truth and that 
young people’s group West Haver- 
straw, New York, also undertook year’s 
study the social, religious and medi- 
cal problem Hansen’s disease. 

The printed word powerful, pic- 
ture considered worth many words, 
but tour Carville the best way 
all get basic facts and remove any 
former erroneous ideas, short, seeing 
for one’s self sends the light into the 
darkest corners and clears the thinking 
any shrouded mysteries 

Miss Muriel Pons, Orange, New Jer- 
sey, student Montclair State Teach- 
ers College, Montclair, New Jersey, was 
one the group students who includ- 
the lower Mississippi Valley conducted 
Dr. Edgar Bye, the instructor so- 
cial studies the College. Miss Pons 
was deeply impressed her visit 
this community that she decided write 
her social studies paper Carville. She 
did extensive research, gathering much 
material for reference, Her paper which 
she called, “Carville Cares” very well- 
done and the approach unusual 
one. Miss Pons ponders what the reac- 
tion would the first eight patients 
who came here 1894 could see the 
hospital today more like communi- 
than hospital. She wrote, 
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For Mrs. Borden 


Mrs. Chappell, Mrs. Borden, Miss O’Neal 
and Mrs. Elder 


For thirty her almost years, Mrs. 
A.P. Borden, now residing Blessing, 
Texas, has been rendering valuable as- 
sistance Hansen’s disease patients 
other countries through her fund 
program for the American Leprosy Mis- 
sions, Inc., with headquarters New 
York City. For nearly that long, she 
has dreamed some day visiting hos- 
pital devoted the treatment Han- 
sen’s disease. the weekend June 
1955, her dream was realized for 
spent those days guest the 
home Chaplain and Mrs. Carl 
the station, Mrs, Borden was ac- 
companied Carville her nurse- com- 
panion, Miss Theoplis and her 
friend many years, Mrs, Leonard 
Chappell Campo, Texas. Mrs. 
Chappell one the many Sunday 
School students Mrs. Borden’s earlier 
years. 

the morning that Mrs. Borden 
toured our STAR plant, asked her 
how she felt about finally getting 
Without hesitation she replied, 
lived come here.” Now she 
talking about return visit next year. 
the cover one issue THE STAR 
used picture massive oak tree 
our grounds. Since that time Mrs. 
has called her tree and one 
the first things she wanted see 
upon her arrival was that oak. 

Mrs Borden was born Memphis, 
Tenn., and educated Missouri. Her 
father, Judge Warwick Hough, served 
the Supreme Court Missouri from 
1875-1884. Her husband, the late A.P. 
Borden, remembered Texas ranch- 
ing circles for his trip India 1906 
purchase and import Zebu cattle into 
the United States. These were crossed 
with our domestic breeds produce 


what know today Brahman cattle, 
The first silo Texas was built 
Mr. Borden and grew the first rice 
that state. 

the ranch were many Mexican 
workers and for them the Bordens built 
schools for the education the children. 
Speaking these people her Car- 
ville visit, Mrs. Borden said, “The Mexi- 
can people are very appreciative and 
never forget kindness.” One these 
men that the Bordens put through A&M 
College Texas had this say 
Mr. Borden, “He was man who appre- 
ciated the potentialities 
ings. Money was consideration 
Mr. Borden. thought human 
values more than money value. saw 
the possibilities any boy who had 
ambition and determination, regardless 
the color his skin.” 

While the Bordens lived the 
ranch, was Mrs. Borden’s custom 
attend all the meetings the Houston 
(Texas) Council United Church 
Women. 1925, Mrs. Borden heard 
the late William Mason Danner, then 
General Secretary the ALM discuss 
the program pig banks used for rais- 
ing money support children 
hospitals other countries. Through 
the years, Mrs. Borden has distributed 
these banks for this purpose and 
her birthday she would have 
inviting all those who had the banks 
bring them. Calling “pig butch- 
ering” they would open the banks, count 
the money and send the Mis- 
sion. 

After her husband’s death, when get- 
ting ready move, Mrs, Borden found 
his desk sack pennies. Not just 
ordinary pennies, but 
items. These she took dealer and 
had them converted into cash. While 
trying decide what with the 
fund one night, she said Divine 
Spirit moved begin memorial 
the matter over with her friend, Mrs. 
Fred McManis, and the women decided 
make joint project memory 
their husbands. The money from the 
pennies was sent the American Mis- 
sions with instructions build place 
worship the hospital Makunda, 
Assam, India, addition the Chapel, 
Mrs. Borden and Mrs, McManis do- 
nated and raised funds for 
thrashing machine, hospital equip- 
ment, homes for the patients and 
tuberculosis ward the hospital. 

Mrs. Borden believes that Christianity 
way life, not denomination. 
That philosophy that could make 
the road life smoother for many 
bringing our faith into our daily 
living. Mrs. Borden said she lives 
the epitath Horace 


stone. “You ought ashamed die 
until you’ve won victory 
Her victories are myriad from 
giving basic schooling children, hav- 
ing Sunday school classes for many, help 
foreign hospitals and the most 
recent memorial India where people 
can learn Christian beliefs while heal- 
ing their bodies. 

October 25, Mrs. Borden will 
observe her 89th year life, still too 
busy waste time counting years for 
she occupied with counting the 
ings that have made her Christian ac- 
tivities possible. 


Pilgrimage Carville 
Planned California 


Forty and Eighters 


Recently LaVaque, Escondido, Cali- 
fornia, Grand Chef passe the Forty 
and Eight, phoned our office inquire 
about the possibility West Coast For- 
and Eighters, who were driving the 
Fast Coast for the national convention 
The American Legion and the For- 
and Eight, scheduled for October 
Miami, Florida, organizing pilgrimage 
Carville. visit this hospital 
would not necessitate too long detour. 
assured Mr. LaVaque that 
our best live the Southern hos- 
pitality one hears about often, 


this end have contacted Voya- 
geurs New Orleans and Baton Rouge 
and, good friends that they are, are 
promised complete cooperation mak- 
ing the West Coasters feel welcome be- 
side the Father Waters. course, 
local Voyageurs and Legionnaires 
hand add the welcome. 

Louisiana’s Grand Chef Harry Rob- 
ertson, New Orleans, plans accom- 
pany the Californians Carville. 
City any Voyageurs who may trav- 
elling train plane. His address 
1025 Race St., New Orleans, La, 

According present plans, can 
expect the Californians Wednesday 
morning, October around 
not yet know how many plan 
make the trip, but know that the 
Legionnaire giving space 
publicizing the pilgrimage their 
September present 
Grand Chef Willard Stewart Van 
Nuys accord with the plan. 

Some Voyageurs who are unable 
make the trip have written how much 
they wish their work would permit them 
away long enough with us. 

California Voyageurs have led the na- 
tion STAR subscriptions 
Forty and Eight the last two years. 
eagerly look forward this opportun- 
ity personally expressing our appre- 
ciation them for this splendid as- 
sistance our educational campaign 
Hansen’s disease, 
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The Americas, South, Central and 
North, all are represented signatures 
appearing THE STAR guest book, 
this past summer. There were other 
guests too, from near and far away 
places. 


Dr. Victor Cabarcas, opthalmologist 
from Cartagena, Colombia, was here for 
few hours one the hottest days 
July. was introduced Miss 
Virginia Hines, R.N., assistant Dr. 
William Meyer, PHS, the Louisiana 
State Department Health. Dr. Cabar- 
cas came Louisiana June under 
the auspices the Education and Train- 
ing Branch the Division Interna- 
tional Health observe the various 
activities the State Health Depart- 
ment. recently completed 
study the Harvard School Public 
Health, Dr. Cabarcas with the Min- 
ister Public Health Bogota, Co- 
lombia (Barrera Hospital, Agua 
Dios). Whenever becomes necessary 
because the absence other physi- 
cians, treats patients with HD, but 
his special interest cancer control. 


Another visitor from Bogota, Colom- 
bia, was Dr. Alfredo Suarez Hurtado. 
was only here for few hours and 
regret that did not have the op- 
portunity meeting Dr. Hurtado per- 
sonally, has long been subscri- 
ber THE STAR and occasional 
correspondent, Dr. Hurtado 
lated articles from THE. STAR for use 
“La Cronica,” edited Pablo Rozo 
and published patients Agua 
Dios, Colombia. 


dermatologist, Dr. Elfren Solano 
San Jose, Costa Rica, has special 
interest Hansen’s disease. His visit 
here July and August covered period 
two weeks. was interested all 
departments this hospital, particular- 
the physical therapy and occupation- 
therapy departments, and the labora- 
tory. Costa Rica, Dr. Solano hopes 
put practical use some the things 
learned here. has also been study- 
ing this country for about year. 
Most his time was spent New York 
University. Just before coming Car- 
ville, spent two weeks New Or- 
leans and made number field trips 
with Dr. William Meyer, who 
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charge Control for the State 
Louisiana. Dr. Solano told there 


are about 250 patients with Hansen’s 


disease Costa Rica under treatment 
with the sulfone drugs. They have 
hospital, “Sanatorio las Merce- 
des,” near Curridavat, about miles 
from the capital San Jose and 
out-patient clinic Hospital San Juan 
Dios, San Jose, where Dr. Solano 
will duty. 


and Mrs. Jean Orofino New 
York were here Sunday July. 
Mrs. Orofino has been employed 
the office the Leonard Wood Memo- 
rial, New York, for many years and, 
course, she has heard much about this 
hospital, When the Orofinos came South 
visit their son-in-law and daughter, 
Dr. and Mrs. Nicholas Sinaly New 
Orleans, Carville was “must.” They 
were accompanied here Dr. Sinaly 
the Public Health Service, who cur- 
rently loan from the PHS, the 
Section the Louisiana State 
Board Health. 

Dr. William John Holmes, Honolulu, 
the opthalmologist our Territory 
two Hansen’s disease hospitals, 
Hale Mohalu and Kalaupapa, was 
Carville caller one day this summer. 
visited the office THE STAR 
company with Dr. Jerome Byers, form- 
member the Carville Medical staff, 
now doing special work opthalmol- 
ogy the Tulane University School 
Medicine, New Orleans. 

Dr. Holmes undertaking research 
project opthalmology Hansen’s 
disease under Federal Grant with 
view towards the correction and preven- 
eye involvements due Han- 
sen’s disease, The Grant provides for 
some special training eye surgery 
the mainland. Dr. Holmes took this 
training Tulane under Dr, James 
Allen, Carville consultant. 

The Ministry Public Health 
Korea using forty-five percent its 
government budget for Hansen’s disease 
control, Dr. Yoon-mo Roh, Seoul, 
told THE STAR, Dr. Roh signed our 
guest book August. The doctor said 
extremely serious public health 
problem Korea. are least 50, 
030 cases, about one third them 
Korea has five government 
hospitals and two others under mis- 
sionary auspices. Dr, Roh health 
officer with the government Korea, 
stationed Chollapukto Provin- 
cial hospital, but his work covers area 
about ten provinces. 

Dr. Roh has been the U.S, since 
last September coming here for study 


WHO fellowship. spent ten 
months the University Minnesota, 
School Public Health. Two weeks 
field training Louisiana, week 
working with the Louisiana State De- 
partment Health, and week here 
and then week field training with 
the California State Department 
Health completed Dr. Roh’s study 
the U.S. returned Korea the 
end August. “My stay here Ameri- 
has been most worthwhile,” the 
Korean doctor said. 


Dr. Sofia Bona Santos, Depart- 
ment Public Health, Manila, Philip- 
pines, was Carville caller one after- 
noon July, She pictured here with 
Chaplain Carl Elder, who showed 
her the town. Dr. Bona Santos spe- 
cializes but naturally she also 
interested HD, its sister disease, 
big problem her country. 

For the past year, Dr. Bona Santos 
has been studying the Harvard School 
Public Health and following her 
brief visit here, she had scheduled stops 
Jackson, Mississippi, and Atlanta, 
Georgia, observe health procedures be- 
fore returning Manila September. 

One the reasons for Dr. Bona 
Santos’ visit Carville was see Joey 
Guerrero. She has written Joey: “My 
visit Carville was one the most 
satisfying trips have had far, have 
been singing the praises the hospital 
everyone have met, and you espe- 
cially. have shown the pictures which 
Sister Hilary Ross was kind enough 
give me. You can sure shall 
bring back home the message hope 
that gathered Carville.” 

Dr. and Mrs. Bernard Scully New 
Orleans called friends here August 
28. Dr. Scully dental interne 
the PHS Hospital, New Orleans. Mrs. 
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the John Sealy Hospital, Galveston, 
Texas. was like old home week for 
Scully and Joey Guerrero. They 
first met the Philippines back 
1945 when Capt. Scully entered Manila 
with the liberating forces. 

was busy week for all connected 
with “Girls State,” annual project 
sponsored the American Legion Aux- 
iliary, Department Louisiana, Ba- 
ton Rouge, August, But not too 
busy for two its leaders drive down 
visit friends, Here August 24, were 
Mrs. W.K. “Melba” Jenkins, Shreveport, 
Executive Committee-woman 
Elect, and Mrs. Lucille Carroll, Homer, 
Chairman, Girls State. 
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Many doctors and nurses working 
the foreign missionary field visit this 
hospital, but August met our first 
agricultural missionary when Harold 
Barr (above) Oshkosh, Wisconsin, 
was Carville for several days, said 
came see first hand the operations 
this institution and learn more 
about Hansen’s disease. Mr. Barr will 
leave October for the Culion (HD) 
Sanatorium, the island Palawan 
lay missionary worker under the aus- 
pices The Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod, Board Foreign Missions. 

Mr. Barr, who graduated 1953 
from the University Wisconsin, ma- 
joring agriculture, establish 
what crops can grown the Island 
and teach Culion patients grow 
crops for their own food 
provide some income for them, par- 
ticularly for discharged patients who 
elect remain the Island. The Mis- 
souri Synod supplying Barr with 
about $4,000 worth agricultural 
equipment. There are about 6,200 re- 
sidents Culion. 

1948 when Harold Barr was the 
Coast Guard, was stationed the 
Island Palawan. and his buddies 
used visit Culion. They even ran 
occasional movie for the patients bring- 
ing their own equipment. was deeply 
moved the patients’ situation and 
their many needs and determined 
then that would return some day 


help. Barr, now only 27, also took 
courses theology and missions Con- 
cordia Seminary, St. Louis, and Cap- 
ital University Columbus, Ohio, 
preparation for his Culion assignment. 


Dr. Fred 
nied two patients from Texas Car- 
ville August, explicit, they 
accompanied him. 

1949, the Leonard Wood Memo- 
cooperation with the Texas State 
Department Health and the 
Public Health Service established 
epidemiologic unit with headquarters 
Corpus Christi under Dr. Kluth’s 
direction. The Public Health Service 
Hospital Carville participated from 
the outset and continues supply data 
and assistance. Whenever Dr. Kluth 
comes Carville, spends consider- 
time reviewing case histories and 
interviewing Texas patients. his lat- 
est visit, turned the tables Dr. 
Kluth and interviewed him. 

Under discussion was Dr. Kluth’s pa- 
per the occurence Hansen’s dis- 
ease Texas which gave last year 
before State conference City and 
County Health Officers San Antonio. 
This paper was reprinted the Texas 
State Journal Medicine, April 1955. 
subject from the history 
tion Texas the age, occupa- 
tions, etc., the patients. Dr. Kluth, 
man who has had more field ex- 
perience dealing with problems 
Texas than anyone else recent 
problem which shows signs in- 
creasing decreasing.” About cases 
the serious skin type have been re- 
ported each year since 1930. recog- 
nizes the illness Texas being most 
prevalent Spanish settlements 
South Texas. Northern parts Texas 
are virtually free HD. 

rates are way related 
amounts rainfall received given 
area, Dr. Kluth says, revelation which 
dispels beliefs held many 
His studies show that except for Gal- 
veston, the counties high 
cidence Texas have very little rain- 
Also, Dr. Kluth reports, there ap- 
pears association between in- 
cidence HD, and general characteris- 


tics soil vegetation. However, Dr. 
Kluth found most prevalent 
agricultural areas Texas. 

Among individual occupations, the 
one most frequently connected with 
that cook baker. Dr. Kluth 
suggests this might chance happen- 
ing. But chance otherwise, think 
that survey occupations Car- 
ville patients whole were taken, 
not just Texans, would reveal that 
more were employed cooks than any 
other occupation. 

Dr. Kluth spends most 
finding time searching 
hold contacts known patients. 
this work, must have the complete 
family, but they turn must pro- 
tected against any possible discrimina- 
tion, embarrassment publicity. Han- 
sen’s disease, especially under 
ditional, fear-ridden misnomer 
rosy,” involves many factors other than 
the Hansen bacillus, Dr. Kluth well 
aware these social problems, and 
believe taking them more and 
more into consideration. 

More physicians Texas are being 
alerted recognize signs and symptoms 
Hansen’s disease through Dr. 
work and this, course, will promote 
early diagnosis and prompt treatment, 
the heart the matter, Texas Public 
Health nurses, too, are learning about 
HD. group these nurses expected 
Carville about mid-September for 
four-day stay observe hospital pro- 
cedures here the care and treatment 
patients, 

The Texas Health Bulletin (August 
edited Grant Burton and 
published monthly the Division 
Public Health Education, L.E. Bracy, 
Division Director, carried candid and 
particularly meaningful article caption- 
The article said, “If some master 
stroke the great American public could 
brought date the facts 
Hansen’s disease leprosy the 
sinister shroud which surrounds this age- 
old affliction would 
pear. And situations such occurred 
recently the office Dr. Kluth 
could avoided. 

wife Texas patient visited 
Dr. Kluth his Corpus Christi office. 
The woman’s problem was that since 
her husband’s admission Carville had 
gotten out among their neighbors and 
friends, they were shunning her 
though she were plague-ridden. What, 
the lonely woman wanted know, 
could done erase the contagion 
from her home would safe for 
her friends visit? Dr. Kluth explain- 
that the long list communica- 
ble diseases which victimize humanity, 
one the least communicable. 
His explanation reassured the woman, 
but doubt will likely persist the 
minds her (See back 
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Meet Dr.Wood 


Medicine runs the family Dr. 


Horatio Wood, IV, 
young physician, who reported for duty 
this hospital July. Dr, 
father and grandfather are physicians, 
and was his 

Dr. 
inated the U.S. Dispensatory*, very 
important book medical and pharma- 
ceutical circles. His grandfather was edi- 
tor the Dispensatory for many years 
and serves today its editor emeritus. 

Dr. Wood came Carville from the 
University Virginia Hospital, Char- 
lottesville, following 
there. graduate the Washing- 
ton University School Medicine, St. 
Louis, class 1954. has B.A. from 
Haverford College, Philadelphia, 
Quaker school. 

Dr. Wood entered the Public Health 
Service early this year and was commis- 
sioned March. Carville his first 
assignment, and asked for it. had 
never seen case Hansen’s disease 
B.C. (before Carville) except photo- 
graphs, However, all chronic diseases 
present challenge this promising 
and studious young medic, though 
admits his primary interests lie pedia- 
trics, internal medicine 
Voicing his enthusiasm for his Carville 
assignment, Dr. Wood, who member 
the Religious Society Friends, said, 
course, one reasons for com- 
ing here was the service idea. This 
large part life.’ 

Dr. Wood considers Peoria, 
his .legal residence, but 
New York City years ago. 

Dr. Wood duty the women’s 
Infirmary and the N.P. Annex. Morn- 
ings find him giving Promin shots. 
strikes being genuinely interested 
his work, and goes with 
youthful zeal. asked Dr. Wood how 
long expected here (in recent 
years have had procession young 
doctors coming and going) and repli- 
ed, “Well, say fairly temporary, 
the sense being here for two three 
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Wood added that 
was his personal desire remain 
the PHS, and eventually perhaps return 
here have had experience and 
background other medical 
feels that could then make more 
definite contribution. 

Dr. Wood “likes Carville lot,” al- 
though has lived cities most 
his life, says, country boy 
heart.” loves hunt and fish, 
and play tennis, but looks like 
going drafted the golf course,” 
laughed, Dr. Wood spied copy 
the New Yorker our desk and 
said next the Saturday Review, 
his ‘favorite and Mrs. 
Wood have quarters the station, They 
are expecting their first child October. 
Mrs. Wood biochemist and medical 
technologist. 


Dr. Wood replaces Dr. R.L. Bene- 
detto the resident medical staff. Dr. 
Benedetto, who was here for year, 
has gone New Orleans where 
has research fellowship Louisiana 
State University School Medicine. 


*The United States Dispensatory 
Commentary the Umited States 
Pharmacopoeia, The National Formu- 
lary and the Pharmacopoeia Great 
Britain. The Dispensatory 2,000-page 
now its 25th revision, The Dispen- 
satory has wide scope gives the 
uses drugs with incompatibilities, giv- 
ing quite lengthy descriptions. 


Dr. Sharp Promoted 


Dr. Elwood Sharp, 63, who receiv- 
the University Kansas’s 1953 award 
for distinguished service medicine, 
has been named medical assistant 
the president Parke, Davis and Co., 
Detroit, company spokesman announc- 
August 

Dr. Sharp, who has been director 
clinical investigation for this distin- 
guished pharmaceutical firm, had 
important part the original trial 
Promin here Carville. (Promin, 
Parke, Davis product, was the first sul- 
fone drug used the treatment 
sen’s disease) 


was Dr, Sharp that the late Dr. 
G.H. Faget, pioneer sulfone therapist, 
then Medical Officer Charge this 
hospital, directed his first inquiry about 
Promin (December 1940). P.D. had 
developed use T.B. but 
Dr.Sharp did not discount its possible 
value the treatment HD, because 
the similarities between the two dis- 
eases. From the start Dr. Sharp and 
his associates Parke, Davis cooperat- 
magnificently with Dr. Faget and his 
Parke, Davis generously supplied 
Promin gratis this hospital during 
the experimental stages 
ment. 


Two years after the first injection 
Promin was given patient 
Carville (February 1941), Dr. Sharp 
congratulated Dr. Faget his progress 
report Promin Hansen’s disease 
saying, “It chemotherapeutic ad- 
vence mean consideration.” 


Federal Grants Aid 
Hansen’s Disease Re- 


search Addendum 


THE STAR (April 1955) carried 
resume grants from the Federal Gov- 
ernment through the National Institutes 
Health, U.S. Public Health Service 
and other non-federal 
agencies, for the purpose expanding 
disease. (Basic research concerned 
with laboratory procedures only.) Those 
mentioned then receiving grants were: 
Doctors Morris Shaffer and Leah 
Shaffer, Tulane University School 
Medicine, New Orleans; Dr. Sidney 
Cohen, Director Clinical Laborator- 
ies, Beth Israel Hospital, Boston; Dr. 
William Holmes, Opthalmologist, Ho- 
nolulu, Hawaii; Doctors John Hanks, 
Clarke Gray and Arnold Brodie, 
Leonard Wood Memorial, bacteriologi- 
cal laboratory Medicai 
School, Boston. The Leonard Wood 
Memorial received two other grants 
(not concerned with basic research) 
one for work the Philippines and one 
for the Memorial’s Clinical Evaluation 
Studies. (This study designed de- 
termine the value certain drugs 
the treatment HD.) 

the time the above list was publish- 
gave brief description each 
research project and the amount the 
grant. 


this imposing list scientists may 
now added the names Dr, Esmond 
Long, Principal Investigator and his 
associates, Florence Seilbert and 
Howard Henderson, the Henry 
Phipps Institute, University Penn- 
sylvania. This group has received fed- 
eral grant $7,927 for the first year, 
and $7,902 for the second year. Their 
study will concerned with proteins 
the Hansen’s bacillus, The Hansen’s 
bacillus contains covering protein 
similar that the bacillus that causes 
tuberculosis. study this protein 
proposed find out its preparation 
will react with antibodies that occur 
the serum patients. Rabbits will 
also injected with this protein mater- 
ial find out the rabbit will develop 
serum antibodies similar those that 
occur patients, study the car- 
bohydrates and fats will 
hoped that the results obtained will 
helpful the diagnosis Hansen’s 
and promote better 
standing it. 
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Debunking The Bunk 


magazine called Man’s Conquest, 
current issue (October 1955, Vol. 
No.4), publishes story Edward 
Goldey, whoever is, under the ob- 
noxious title screamline, “The Day 
Started Rot,” subcapped, “The only 
difference between and corpse was 
that heart was beating, but the 
smell was just the same.” 

The story describes the purported 
experiences Goldey, before and after 
his diagnosis so-called leprosy. 
fiction would have been bad enough, 
but presented true story “true 
adventure.” has much truth 
Jack and the Beanstalk, yarn that 
would once extinguish Diogenes’ lan- 
tern and cause Baron Munchausen 
throw the sponge. 

The author (and use that digni- 
fied term with reservations) obviously 
harbored the usual vague notions and 
distorted ideas about this disease, 
which added scraps information, 
mostly obsolete and misleading, before 
taking off the wildest flight fancy 
have yet come across, and our 
long years work THE STAR, 
have had deal with some dillies. 


Synopsis 


Goldey relates that August 1946, 
when was boy thirteen, living 
West San Francisco, threw stone 
the plate glass window Chinese 
Hand Laundry and broke the window. 
his haste get away from Woo 
Lung, the owner the Laundry, who 
was hot pursuit, Goldey fell and 
bruised his forearm. “He grabbed 
collar and hammered bruised arm 
with his parchment colored fist.” 
terrible stench filled nostrils the 
stench death,” etc., nauseaum. 


September 1954, while Goldey was 
working San Francisco Coffee Shop, 
scalded his forearm and was severely 
burned. “That water must have been 
hot enough skin pig, but swear 
you, didn’t feel thing.” 

Next day, the worried Goldey went 
clinic. There two doctors, after cur- 
sory examination his arm, made 
joint diagnosis jig time, bacterio- 
scopic tests, nothing. One doctor 
turned the other and said, “All the 
symptoms are there, anaesthesia, depig- 
mentation, syringo-myelasthenia, also 
anhydrosis. the real thing.” All 
those tongue-twisters must have impress- 
readers Man’s Conquest. “Have 
you ever visited Oriental brothel?” 
one doctor asked. The implication was 
clear. “Hell, no!” was Goldey’s quick 
reply but this question prompted him 
tell the doctors about the blows 
the bruised arm had received from 
Chinese laundryman eight years be- 
fore. The doctors decided then and 
there that this was case “leprosy” 


inoculation. The young doctor spoke, 
“You must realize that highly 
contagious disease. There are isolation 
hospitals various parts the country 
which treat exclusively. would re- 
commend that you sent for treatment 
Government Hospital Carville, 
Louisiana,” 

Goldey “flipped his lid.” gon- 
send place where there’s 
rotting corpses walking 
etc. Panic-stricken, Goldey jumped 
through open window and fled the 
clinic. Less than half hour later, 
cross-country bus bound for 
New York. 


Goldey’s first stop New York was 
library 42nd Street. delved 
into collection pamphlets and medi- 
cal volumes. picked out one that 
showed lot photos the patients 
this hospital 66. was old book 
and pictures were indistinct, but they 
were horrible. There they were, dozens 
people under treatment walking 
white nightgowns while they 
slowly rotted away. And that’s where 
they wanted send me!” read about 
Chaulmoogra oil the treatment for 
the disease, and forthwith tried buy 
big bottle the medicine the near- 
est The pharmacist called 
cops from the health squad but Goldey 
“ran like and shook the law. 
When went back the library the 
next day, two health squad detectives 
grabbed him and took him squad 
car the “City’s Bureau Preventable 
Diseases,” where was locked 
white tile room. And here where the 
story takes brighter and more 
mistic hues though continues 
loaded with inaccuracies. 

young doctor the Bureau tells 
Goldey, “You’ve been scaring lot 
the last few days, yourself 
more than anybody. What’s the 
Afraid you’ve got The doctor 
‘ells Goldey “snap out it, 
all has made some 
terrific progress the last years. 
.... Chaulmoogra ester injections, 
servation Patterson Hospital, sulfanil- 
amide, try out the new diphtheria 
toxin.” “But Hospital Carville?” 
asks. “Old hat,” the doc said. 
for really advanced cases when 
the patients are the last stages.” 

doctor assured Goldey that 
would cured “practically time 
They shook hands it. 

year later, “just after Christmas,” 
Goldey reports, was 
cured” from the Patterson (New 
sey) Isolation Hospital, 
cludes that “if wasn’t for those de- 
tectives the health squad, might 
still what was panic-ridden un- 
buried corpse, leper the 


ness but felt that had give 
synopsis this “true” story order 
expose its spuriousness, Likewise 
was necessary quote directly from 
the story, odious word and all. However, 
have omitted some its more lurid 
and offensive details. 


Phony 


are not inclined quibble about 
dates but the time factor alone this 
story shows phony. Evidently, 
the author and the editors the mag- 
azine didn’t bother check even that. 
Goldey supposed have entered 
Patterson Hospital September 1954, 
Christmas” which would have 
alter December 25, 1955. Merely slight 
discrepancy. 

The Chinese laundryman angle 
this story variation yarn that 
has been going the rounds for several 
decades. pops every now and then 
different sections the country and 
always reported “the absolute 
several these stories and none had 
any basis fact. surprising from 
what sources some these reports come 
e.g., 1949 Canadian doctor doing 
research work Chicago told “an 
epidemic leprosy Canada which 
was traced Chinese Rub- 
bish, course. 

While Goldey does not identify 
clinic” clinic the city San 
clinic. “On Wednesday morning lined 
the clinic.’ not believe 
that physicians clinic, city pri- 
vate, would conduct themselves 
ported this story. They discussed the 
case, gruesome detail, the presence 
the patient, 

Apparently trying give his yarn 
semblance scientific dignity and 
make appear authentic, Goldey has 
several recorded cases inoc- 
ulation,” g., “Forme relates case 
contraction which coffin bearer suf- 
fered abraded shoulder while carry- 
ing the coffin deceased leper. Lep- 
rous bacilli from the corpse entered 
his wound and the man contracted lep- 
rosy that manner.” 

Regrettably, very regrettably, medical 
literature not entirely free from such 
utter nonsense the coffin story. 

editorial Leprosy Review 
(October 1949) the late Dr. Gordon 
Ryrie, who was eminent authority 
this subject, discussing two cases 
“inoculation,” which had then been re- 
cently reported asked, far does 
this claim and other accounts leprosy 
due direct inoculation stand 
intelligent scrutiny: —The 
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that recorded case there direct 
and infallible evidence infection 
inoculation.” Dr. Ryrie deplored the 
fact that such reports inevitably find 
their way into textbooks and are quoted 
clinical evidence one method 
transmission.” 


The really unfortunate thing that 
they not only get into textbooks but 
writers for popular magazines, looking 
for material from which concoct 
shockers pounce such data and give 
wide circulation, thus spreading 
raphobia.” One can reasonably cer- 
tain that Mr. Goldey conceived the idea 
his saga from source this kind, 


The numeral “66” the title this 
hospital was dropped the 
there are hospitals this country 
(continental U.S.) this dis- 
ease “exclusively” other than Carville 


There book, old new, anv 
library anywhere, picturing 
tients described Goldey. the 
year history this hospital (both under 
state and national regimes), 
rible conditions never existed, 


The “locked procedure, 
even for short time, not accord 
with the policy towards Hansen’s disease 
the Health department the City 
New York, this writing, there are 
known individuals with NYC, 
They may work and play and come 
they please, the same any 
other citizen except that they must not 
food handlers care for small 
children, 


The remedies mentioned, with the ex- 
ception one, are thing the past 
end that one “chaulmoogra” long- 
used the U.S. Can you picture 
physician nowadays referring the 
“new diphtheria toxin” for HD? was 
“new” about fifteen years ago when 
tried and found wanting, put 
mildly don’t even like hear 
about it. 

The crack that Carville only for 
“really advanced cases when 
tients are the last stages” the most 
detrimental statement the whole 
mess. detrimental both from 
public health and humanitarian stand- 
point. Carville not last resort. 
long this hospital has been establish- 
ed, both early and late cases have been 
under treatment here, though until 
the sulfone era, the accent was more 
domiciliary care rather than treat- 
ment, but since the 40’s, the trend 
completely the opposite direction. 
Carville becoming more and more 
diagnostic and treatment center rather 
than home. This particularly true 
for new patients. The emphasis today 
early diagnosis and prompt treat- 
ment either here Carville elsewhere 
can arranged. are not set- 
ting ourselves the Carville Cham- 
ber Commerce but believe any 
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patient benefits sojourn this 
hospital. Here, better than anywhere 
else, the patient learns first hand many 
things about his illness which will en- 
him take care himself prop- 
erly for the rest his life. 


Libelous 


What kind magazine that 
would print Edward Goldey’s tommy- 
spective customers, the cover Man’s 
Conquest (October ‘55), 
titles such gems culture as, 
Story Behind Sex ‘Wanted’ Ads,” 
“Exposing the Alimony Rackets,” and 
Gambled With Death for Pirate 
Gold.” Now, draw your own conclu- 
sions, But make mistake about it, 
this type mag sells like wildfire 
newsstands throughout the country and 
that large segment the public devour 
these mags, swallow their stories 
hook, line and 

The Goldey saga, itself, certainly 
rot worth the space and the time and 
trouble have given its discussion, 
but typifies considerable extent 
the mass misinformation so-called 
leprosy still loosened the public. This 
service brings our desk cuttings from 
newspapers and magazines throughout 
the U.S. whenever they 
words “leprosy” “leper.” Some the 
stuff receive absolutely incredible 
this day and age. wonder Car- 
ville patients and their families back 
home are from time time subjected 
unkind, cruel and irrational attitudes, 
that Carville dischargees seeking em- 
ployment too often run against 
wall ignorance and prejudice, and 
even some are fortunate enough 
find understanding employer, they 
live and work under daily tension 
and fear that one their fellow em- 
ployees will discover their background. 
There goes the job. happens. 


belong the school thought 
which holds that “to permit error 
and accordingly are constantly 
drawing the bow against the misinform- 
ers whoever and wherever they are, just 
are doing this instance. But 
this not enough. 


The care and treatment patients 
with Hansen’s disease the United 
1917) entrusted the Public Health 
Service. should like see the PHS 
undertake more active campaign en- 
lighten the public Hansen’s disease. 
example, take the Goldey story. 
are, course, sending the editor 
the magazine copies this 
issue THE STAR and taking the 
matter with others who may able 
help stopping such damaging 
publicity. However, contend that 


official protest from the PHS, carrying 
the weight the U.S. Government 
behind it, with copies the protest go- 
ing Editor and Publisher and other 
such trade publications 
press associations would have the de- 
sired effect. Day Started Rot” 
patients and our opinion, the 
Carville staff and slur the PHS. 
“It has been held that any publication 
libelous which injurious the 
social character another and not 
fiably made.... libel 
sufficient the language tends 
injure the reputation the pariy 
contumely reflect shame and disgrace 
upon him.... seems estab- 
lished that when 
publication directed against restrict- 
against comparatively small group 
association persons, any individual 
member thereof can maintain action 
against the defamer.” 


CITY NEW YORK 
DEPARTMENT HEALTH 
September 1955 


Dear Mr. Stein: 


You are, course, correct stating 
that both the title and the story the 
article which you sent are unfortu- 
nate and will undoubtedly give people 
the wrong impression The 
piece about two cops waiting for him 
outside drug store is, course, sheer 
nonsense, not believe have ever 
the history this Department sent 
cop case leprosy, Our usual 
procedure write letter the per- 
son, requesting him come down the 
Department that can discuss his 
case, inform him where can get treat- 
ment, and advise him social and 
medical problems that may arise. 
not our policy send people isola- 
tion hospitals. not even advise 
our patients Carville. tell 
them that they can treated adequate- 
the city. There certainly 
reason why should send somebody 
hospital New Jersey. have 
adequate, good hospital care New 
York City for any patient that wishes 
take advantage it. course, the 
nonsense about chaulmoogra oil and 
diphtheria toxoid antiquated even 
nonsense. 
point out the editor and owner 
the magazine that such articles are not 
good public service and that article 
giving the true facts leprosy 
could made sufficiently interesting 
warrant publication. 


Morris Greenberg, M.D. 
Director, Bureau Prevent- 
able Diseases 


Reznikofi,But Not 
Good-Bye 


After six years faithful service 
the Liberal Synagogue congregation 
Baton Rouge, Rabbi Marvin 
(above) has become the spiritual leader 
the Temple Judah Cedar Rapids, 
Rabbi and Mrs. Reznikoff and 
their children, Tamara and David, left 
Louisiana August for their new home. 


Service others the key phrase 
the life Marvin this 
service extended above and beyond his 
congregational duties. was leader 
number community welfare pro- 
jects Baton Rouge and helpful 
many others. took active interest 
Veterans’ affairs and visited Carville 
least twice month through the years. 

Rabbi was president the 
Baton Rouge Guidance Center and his 
concern for the city’s youth led the 
establishment home for juvenile 
delinquents. also helped establish 
the Family Court, now presided over 
his friend, Judge Joe Sanders. 
recognition the Rabbi’s work, Louisi- 
ana’s Govenor Robert Kennon appoint- 
him the governor’s staff 
honorary colonel Connecticut Yan- 
kee turned Southern colonel. Rabbi 
solicitude for the problems 
cerebral palsy victims was consider- 
able factor the founding Cerebral 
Palsy Center Baton Rouge. 
member the speakers’ bureau the 
Jewish Chautauqua Society, Rabbi Rez- 
throughout the State interpret the 
meaning Judaism. gave much 
time and thought the study the 
interracial question and this took him 
several Negro universities where his 
respect for the dignity the individual, 
regardless race, color creed helped 
bring about better understanding. 
Rabbi Reznikoff did 
work Baton Rouge 
occupied his attention not only for its 
official week, but the year round. Rabbi 
was pictured the cover 
THE STAR (February 1953) 
friends, Carville chaplains, Rev. Carl 
Elder and Father Edward Boudreaux. 


Chaplain Elder spoke from the pulpit 
Liberal Synagogue two occasions 
and one occasion, Rabbi 
conducted the funeral service Jew- 
ish patient from the Protestant chapel 
gram Carville which all three 
chaplains participated, the emcee an- 
nounced that Boudreaux 
would give the benediction, much 
the amusement the trio chaplains 
end the enjoyment the audience, 
Army chaplain during Rabbi 
Reznikoff served State Chaplain for 
Louisiana AmVets, and was always 
hand Carville take part our 
Memorial Day 

were friend and counsellor the 
two Jewish patients here, recent years 
only one, but was ever ready help 
patients all faiths whenever called 
on. His constant desire for justice made 
him staunch supporter our educa- 
tional program Hansen’s disease. 

We, like Rabbi Reznikoff’s many, 
many friends this area, keenly regret 
that has left Louisiana, but while 
regretting his departure, rejoice and 
are glad that have had the pleasure 
his friendship the goodness his 
handclasp and the greatness his in- 
spiration for those years that will always 
remembered all us, especially 
the writer. Those are jewels for our 
memory chest. 


TIME FOR BIRTHDAYS 
With this issue, THE STAR begins 
its fifteenth year publication, but 
are not making any about it, 
did when celebrated our tenth 
birthday. Just this mention passing, 
that’s all. 


THE 11th ANNUAL OBSERVANCE 
“NATIONAL EMPLOY THE 
PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED 
WEEK” WILL OBSERVED DUR- 
ING THE PERIOD OCTOBER 
2-8, 1955. 

Paul Strachan, president the 
“American Federation the Physically 
Handicapped,” pioneered promoting 
the legislation which sets aside the first 
week October for this observance. 

Each year the President the United 
States issues Proclamation, most 
the Governors States and Mayors 
Cities, calling attention the vast res- 
ervoir handicapped men and women 
who can earn their liveihood, wholly 
part, given the opportunity. 


Town Talk 


The outdoor games, planned and 
sponsored the Patients Federation 
with the help other local organiza- 
tions, were moved into the Rec Hall 
when the skies opened and doused 
our community Labor Day. With 
practically everything could 
indoors. Even the picnic supper planned 
for under the oaks was eaten the 
cafeteria instead. Jimmy Searles Orches- 
tra from Baton Rouge played for the 
dance that evening. The rain had cooled 
things off making dancing enjoyable. 

Next morning promptly 8:30, the 
bell rang ushering the 1955-56 
noteworthy that while the 
population this community has de- 
clined sharply, the school enrollment 
has increased. This year’s registration 
accounts for 54, which are regular 
students working high school credits 
and adults picking where they 
left off their education years before. 

Weather permitting, the Mexican 
Club this community will sponsor 
dance the patio Friday evening, 
September 16. This the big Mexican 
holiday comparable our 4th July. 
Joe Probst and his Orchestra are 
here furnish the music. again the 
rains come, dancing will move the 
Rec Hall. There large number 
here, and the Mexican Club one 
the oldest our local organizations. 

The Point Clair Lions Club empha- 
tients. During the summer months, they 
plan Sunday afternoon outings for this 
group Lake Johansen, The idea was 
born within the local Lions Club and 
this year other groups have joined with 
the Lions defraying the cost these 
parties. June, Voiture 902, 40/8, spon- 
sored the first the summer’s outings, 
August the Spann Unit 188, 
American Legion Auxiliary, and the Pt. 
Clair Lions Club split the cost equally. 
Late September, THE STAR join- 
ing with the Lions stage the last 
the summer’s pleasant afternoons for 
handicapped patients. Bingo 
and each guest has able-bodied as- 
sistant help with the games. Prizes 
only the handicapped patients. 
Refreshments are served 
tation and from the Lake furnished 
station wagons. The Point Clair 
Lions Club deserves great deal 
credit for the interest they show the 
handicapped 
throughout the entire year. 

Tuesday evening, October the 
Point Clair Lions Club will celebrate 
its fifth anniversary Charter Night. 
Plans are still incomplete for the eve- 
ning’s activities, but number Lions 
from other Clubs Louisiana are ex- 
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Professor Jagadisan Pleads For 


Rational Terminology 


Here the text talk given 
Projessor Jagadisan, Madras, 
session the Fifth “All India Leprosy 
Workers Conference,” held Jamshed- 
pur, the steel city the Indian Union, 
March 1955. The Jamshedpur 
ence said have been greater suc- 
cess than any before. Professor 
san who has, himself, had Hansen’s dis- 
ease, one the foremost educators 
this field, country where this 
disease tremendous, public health 
and social problem, has published 
valuable collection writings this 
subject. 


First, would like say that our 
terminology should completely ra- 
tionalised. have abandoned the use 
the word “leper.” Let also abandon 
the use such words 
“segregation,” etc. Nobody 
uses these words when discussing tuber- 
culosis, for instance. They always speak 
sanatorium. They speak preven- 
tive measures. think the public would 
take our modern views leprosy 
more quickly consistently refrained 
from using words which are suggestive 
policies the pre-sulphone era. 


Secondly, wish stress the point 
view that the education the public 
leprosy has much more than 
enlightening informing. should 
challenging—challenging the soul 
man. should make people realise 
the enormous injustice that has been 
through the ages the leprosy 
patient and get them feel for the 
tremendous avoidable waste man 
power. Here touch upon leprosy not 
only medical social problem but 
spiritual problem, was this aspect 
the problem that stirred the great 
souls the world deeply. Gandhiji felt 
that the leprosy patient belonged 
oppressed class individuals. Our at- 
tituce leprosy patients, said, 
even worse form untouchability 
than that associated with our attitude 
the Harijans. Both Gandhiji and 


Thakkar Bapa felt that the appeal 
should not merely the intellect, 
but the conscience man, since 
are endeavoring abolish deep-seated 
prejudices sanctioned custom and 
sanctified tradition. Gandhiji had 
continued with might have 
undertaken whirl-wind tour the 
country for the cause leprosy 
did for the cause Hahijans. Thakkar 
Bapa actually proposed such tour 
the fag end his life. But deterioration 
health prevented him from carrying 
cut his dream, Would that some great 
travelled the length and 
breadth this land this mission, 
and with the magic wand profound 
moral influence electrified the 
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one the most consistently neglected 
groups men and women! 

Thirdly, would plead for whole 
range publicity education for lep- 
rosy being organised Central Na- 
tional level that duly trained health 
educationists may undertake the work 


Lastly, occurs that the writers 
and the artists the country should 
urged study the human problems 
leprosy and write books which can 
touch the imagination the people 
and convert their hearts. 


will noted that Professor Jaga- 
disan uses the word “leprosy” for the 
disease. has said, “There need 
change the name the disease.” 
believes, “the word leper, however, 
stands different footing,’ and 
all for its abandonment, because 
says, “of the age-long horror and pre- 
judice that has gathered around the 
word.” our regular readers know, 
contend this same “age-long horror 
and prejudice” clings the parent word 
“leprosy,” just much does 
the odious word breeds designate 
the patient. are complete accord 
with Professor Jagadisan that such words 
“segregation,” “isolation” and “asy- 
should also abandoned, but 
are convinced that these words and 
others like them are the noxious by- 
products the historical misnomer 
and the traditional practices 
and ceremonials associated with since 
Old Testment days. “Without the camp 
shall his habitation “Segregation 
and isolation,” words specifically men- 
tioned Professor Jagadisan 
abandoned are part and parcel “the 
and unfortunately 
they are current use internationally 
and here our own U.S. Carville pa- 
tients have from time time protested 
the authorities use such words 
parole, inmate, abscond, guard, and 
other words with penal connotations. 

Ed, 

the six-month period from Decein- 
her 1954, May 31, 1955, the Catho- 
Medical Mission Board with head- 
quarters New York, has shipped two 
million DDS tablets foreign mission 
stations. This makes total ten mil- 
lion tablets sent out the Board. 
Edward Garesche, direc- 
the Board said that DDS (dia- 
minodiphenylsulfone, the 
fone) producing “remarkable results” 
treatment Hansen’s disease. 
the Board’s Medical Mission News, 
every two months, progress 
the Board’s work and reports from mis- 
sionaries are printed, 


Women Honored 


Kor Work 


Two American women were recently 
honored foreign governments for 
their work Hansen’s disease. Mrs. 
Albert Whiley, and Miss Martha 
Akard serve widely separated con- 
tinents, and probably never heard 
one another until they read this, how- 
ever they have interest common 
which has won for them deserved rec- 
ognition. 

Mrs. Whiley, Presbyterian missionary 
the French Cameroun, West Africa, 
was awarded the Social 
the French government in- 
auguration and dedication the new 
medical-surgical unit the Ndjazeng 
hospital earlier this year. 


This presentation was made the 
administration head the Ntem region 
behalf the French government 
and the name the Minister Pub- 
lic Health. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Whiley lowa 
are missionaries serving under the Board 
Foreign Missions the Presbyterian 
church, U.S.A., and the American Lep- 
rosy Missions, Inc., the Ndjazeng 
hospital, Meyo Center, Ebolowa, French 
Cameroun. 


This institution said the out- 
standing one this territory with its 
1,200 patients, also the oldest, 
starting its work 1919 the Pres- 
byterian Mission. The high point the 
ceremony was the conferring certif- 
icates discharge patients who 
had been declared ready leave the 
hospital, free return their homes. 


There now resident doctor 
charge the medical work the hos- 
pital, association with one the 
doctors the Presbyterian hospital 
This has not always been and 
Mrs. Whiley, registered nurse, has 
found necessary administer the 
entire medical program under the direc- 
tion doctors many miles 

Japan’s cabinet recently announced 
that Martha Akard, Blountsville, 
Tennessee, will given the Fourth 
Order the Sacred Treasure, one 
the country’s highest awards. 

The award for Miss Akard’s work 
with patients, and her contribution 
the education Japanese women. 
Miss Akard founder Kyushy Wom- 
en’s College. 
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When Associated Press dispatch 
reported that sixty patients with Han 
sen’s disease were being treated homes 
California (under new program 
adopted April the California State 
Department Health, patients, 
both bacteriologically negative 
teriologically positive cases, may treat- 
home, the latter under certain 
conditions STAR July-August ‘55) 
the Honolulu Star Bulletin (May 
1955) mentioned the dispatch, 
news story about Hawali cap- 
tioned, “Hansen’s disease Treatment 
Possible Home.” 

The Star Bulletin story said, “In Ha- 
waii, Dr. Ira Hirschy, director 
the Division Hansen’s disease, Ter- 
ritorial Health Department, reports the 
practice treating patients homes 
was established more than years 

“Dr.Hirschy said about 140 patients 
are being treated the out-patient man- 
ner today. 

“He said the past few years, only 
about fifty per cent new patients 
diagnosed have the disease needs hos- 
pitalization. 

“When patient’s condition found 
out-patient basis. 

“The patient can any the 
clinics situated all the Islands, Dr. 
Hirschy said. 

“Dr. Hirschy attributes the increase 
out-patient care Hansen’s disease 
patients the advent sulfone 

THE STAR asked Dr. Hirschy for 
more details. From his reply, was 
clear that the decision whether 
case infectious not based 
bacteriological findings, Unlike the new 
California policy, all bacteriologically 
positive cases must hospitalized. This 
accordance with the Public Health 
regulations the Territory 
and routine. 


Dr. Hirschy wrote, “Home treatment 
negative 
tuberculoid patients, and lepromatous 
cases the end their hospital treat- 
ment, when their disease arrested and 
has become bacteriologically negative. 
During the past five years, there have 
been diagnosed 121 new cases 
this number fifty-eight were bacteri- 
ologically negative examination and 
were granted immediate release con- 
tinue treatment home out-pa- 
tient status. The other sixty-three pa- 
tients were bacteriologically positive 
and admitted the hospital Hale 
Mohalu for treatment. This number 
tients and number tuberculoid cases, 
Diagnosis all cases based both 
clinical findings and laboratory reports 
which include findings the patholog- 
ical cell structure skin biopsy char- 
acteristic Hansen’s disease. 


Hawaii 


“During the past ten years, the aver- 
age annual number new patients has 
been twenty-seven. these, average 
ten have been granted immediate 
release and treated home out- 
patient basis. During the same period 
time, average seventeen patients 
per year have been granted temporary 
release, due their recovery from the 
communicable form the disease. 
average three patients per year 
temporary release have suffered 
activation and have been readmitted 
for treatment hospitals active pa- 
tients. The situation improving rapid- 
ly, however, and present have 
very few releases among those who con- 
tinue treatment with the sulfone drugs.” 


“Let There Light” 


(continues from page 


patient staff member, the 
visitor sees many interesting sights, but 
the most enlightening that all the 
people view are active, some riding 
bicycles, others relaxing games and 
still others employed shops. The 
question which comes is: 
‘Where are the Even 
hour’s visit one sees many patients 
engaged that they not seem 
hospital but busy town,” Miss 
Pons’ grade her paper was “A”. 
Her research material was not retained 
the library the College for Pro- 
fessor Bye felt that another student 
selecting the same subject should 
semble his own material for the paper. 

Coincidentally the two 
ported here are both from New Jer- 
sey, that has specific regula- 
tions about Hansen’s disease. Dr. Carl 
Weigele, Director, Division Pre- 
ventable Diseases, writes, 
are specific regulations about 
Hansen’s disease New Jersey except 
that reporting the disease required 
the State Sanitary Code, although 
the disease has not been declared com- 
municable for the purposes the Code. 
case were reported and were 
necessary establish isolation, quar- 
antine, other restrictive measures, 
the general rules for communicable dis- 
eases would apply.” 


the year period since 
Uncle Sam took over the hospital 
Carville, total nine patients have 
been admitted from New Jersey. With 
the exception one, all were born out- 
side the state. Seven were foreign born 
and one born another state. The one 
born New Jersey had lived 
foreign country for ten years. From these 
statistics evident that not single 
case originated the state, thus lending 
weight the opinion expressed such 
authorities Dr. Johansen and Dr. Mc- 


Coy that outside the endemic states 
(Texas, Louisiana and Florida) Hansen’s 
disease rarely communicated 
contacts that from public health stand- 
tically disease. 
This view supported recommenda- 
tions the American Public Health 
Association (Control Communicable 
Disease Man 1950). “In those parts 
the United States the temperate 
zone and further north where the 
ease shows tendency spread, suit- 
able medical and nursing care infect- 
persons sufficient without segrega- 
such persons may authorized where 


are 
satisfactory.” 


Several members the Rotary Club 
Donaldsonville, Louisiana, town 
across the Mississippi River 
hospital, toured our community few 
months ago. The men seemed interested 
everything they saw. Recently, 
heard from Sidney Hart, Secretary, and 
his letter there were subscriptions 
for each the High School Libraries 
Donaldsonville. The Donaldsonville 
Rotary Club sent letter each Librar- 
ian announcing the gift. read part, 
“This Club feels that rendering 
service having THE STAR mailed 
your Library each month. This publi- 
cation carries many interesting stories 
the great work being done toward the 
cure this too often shunned sickness, 
and tells the false fears associated 
with it. Many issues have photographs 
the interior and the exterior the 
buildings and they bring out the fine 
appointments therein, all this makes 
interesting reading.” 
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Father Sweeney ToServe 
Patients Korea 


The Reverend Joseph Sweeney 
“Big Joe,” New Britain, Connecticut, 
world famous Maryknoll missionary 
priest, will Korea the time this 
appears, his schedule works out 
planned. 

Founder and director the Gate 
Heaven Settlement South China, 
Father Sweeney worked among pa- 
tients for more than years before 
was expelled the Chinese Communists 
about two years ago. 


During his current stay the United 
States, the New Britain native nu- 
merous occasions has expressed deep 
desire return his work, but 
felt the chances ever going back 
China were very slight. spoke 
this THE STAR during his visit 
Carville last October and said then, 
hope next address will Korea.” 
Father Sweeney was here company 
with the French Sister 
Marie Suzanne the Missionary Sisters 
the Society Mary, and Sister Mary 
Augustine, editor Marist Mission 
News. Sister Suzanne was tour 
the U.S. Father Sweeney’s article, 
Has Sister Suzanne Found?” appears 
the Catholic Digest (May 1955). 

Father Sweeney’s letter friends out- 
lining his next assignment follows: 


July 21, 1955 

clearing work hand, pack- 
ing, getting passport and visas rather 
long process), hope after another 
month the way Korea, go- 
ing via France for few weeks study 
Sister Suzanne’s laboratory, where 
will stock her vaccine and learn 
about it. There she has 
some work for the English edition 
the bulletin which she will edit for 
ail Catholic leprosy workers. Along 
route the Far East, she wishes 
India and the Philippines the 
ments made with her discovery. should 
Two other Maryknollers, old- 
Korea, one older than will 
join the leprosy work there. 

South Korea has least 170,000 vic- 
Cochrane, one the world’s top lep- 
rologists, whom met recently, after 
had made survey there, The three 
should find plenty interesting work 
for the years that remain us. 

Joseph Sweeney 
Subscribers—Notice 

The number behind your address each 
issue your expiration date, renewing, 
you send along that part the back cover 
makes locating your stencil easy. 
sure make checks money orders pay- 
able THE STAR and mail them directly 


the publication Pt. Clair Branch, Car- 
ville, Louisiana. 
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Historical Feature From Formosa 


From Dr. Shang-Ho Lai the Na- 
tional Taiwan University, College 
Medicine, Institute Public Health, 
Chung Shan Road South, Taipei, Tai- 
wan, comes summation facts 
ing far back the annuals time 
uproot things that are not what they 
seem, but seem what they are, 
sends “Chinese story about Hansen’s 
disease THE STAR.” 

Relating that ancient times now. 
illness depended largely the human 
constitution. Then now, some 
were rugged, some were not. 

According Dr. Shang, who has done 
extensive research History 
Leprosy China” far back the 
very beginning Chinese history when 
Fiuangti, famous the first emperor, 
asked his minister medicine, Chi-pai, 
how determined his diagnosis and 
what type and kind individual might 
easily contract the illness, the reply was: 
“Those most susceptible were the coarse 
skinned, and the muscularly weak, re- 
gardless appearance.” 

That story was found the “Lin Su” 
which was considered the oldest book 
medicine China, 

Quoting Dr. Shang: “There are many 
Lepra patients China, because 
one the oldest countries the world. 
What was believed the oldest re- 
cord Leprosy, before which Pai Niew, 
the student Confucius became vic- 
tim, has now become outdated the 
year 1154 B.C., during the Ying Dynas- 

This the story. “Chou, the last 
monarch Yin was mean one. 
piled high the tax assessment the 
people, but lived luxuriously day 
day became more decadent. His 
the wise Chi Tzu, realizing that 
his nephew’s conduct 
kindling hatred the hearts his peo- 
ple, decided bold stroke effort 
save his country. 


“From head heel his body was 
lacquered produce makeup imitat- 
ing the then popular idea leprosy. 
put ragged clothes and left nothing 
undone induce the people think 
him one the outcasts, worked. The 
people’s hate increased until revolution 
was fact. Chou, the wicked, threw 
himself into the fire and the Yin Dynas- 
was utterly and completely destroyed, 

“After that, Wuu became the mon- 
arch Chou Dynasty and virtue 
conquering the entire country, became 
the ruler China. Knowing the wisdom 
Chi Tzu, was appointed ruler 
Korea. result that action many 
people considered him the ‘establisher 
Korea’ which this generation has 
heard much. 

“From that time down through 
pages history there have been 


THE 


many descriptions the illness known 
today Hansen’s disease. 
torians say there was leprosy from 2697 
There considerable unanimity 
the belief that the ancient 
illness was well known after 1154 B.C. 
the time the Yin Dynasty.” 

From generation generation was 
handed down from medicine man 
medicine man problem healing, 
primarily because little was done dig 
the roots superstitious fear that 
went hand hand with what was not 
accepted disease but disgrace 
the punishment for some wrong doing. 
How wrong could the diagnosticians 
ancient times be? 


Dr. Shang-Ho Lai has expressed his 
appreciation THE STAR for receiv- 
ing our publication regularly the 
National Taiwan University. 

Dr. Richard Hofstra, McKay Hos- 
pital, Taipei, recent subscriber 
THE Dr. Hofstra, who has been 
Formosa for about eight months was 
formerly director the Lenawee Coun- 
Health Unit, Adrian, 

Dr. Hofstra gives three days his 
time the missionary hospital and 
three days two Hansen’s disease 
tlements. government built hos- 
pital equipped accomodate 500 pa- 
tients said have 750 crowded into 
it. The big problem concerning the 
find the early stages. Fear social 
ostracism and forced segregation keeps 
many cases hiding. 

movement the Christian church 
people Formosa, cooperation with 
the Chinese Nationalist Government, 
attempting organize Christian 
association. The object the 
will aid the smaller 
health problem which 
finding and screening cases, treating 
and rehabilitating the The peo- 
ple must taught better understand 
the problem, Dr. Hofstra wrote. 

Dr. Hofstra became interested 
THE STAR through Marjorie 
Bly, registered nurse. Read Miss Bly’s 
letter our Mailbag, page 
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serving here Taiwan under 
Lutheran Mission Board, and find 
both time and opportunities limited, 
but, very eager and impatient 
something for the many people here 
whose hearts are filled with discourage- 
ment and fear result Hansen’s 
disease. spent year and half the 
Government Leprosarium, and, have 
made frequent visits the smaller 
Christian Hospital, but, spending 
most time right now substituting 
for other missionaries other capac- 
ities. 

wish some you could come and 
help with the tremendous education 
program that must done. 

have devoured the three copies 
THE STAR gotten. enclos- 
ing another check cover subscrip- 
tion for Dr. Richard Hofstra, McKay 
Hospital, North Chung Shan Road, Tai- 
pei, Taiwan. 

Dr. Hofstra and made most inter- 
esting trip the Pescadores, and lent 
him latest copy THE STAR and 
said he’d like copy his own. 
hope condense impressions the 
trip the Pescadores into some kind 
report. put you the list 
for copy. Hofstra and went pri- 
marily check the needs and pos- 
sible locations for skin clinics for those 
afflicted with Hansen’s disease the 
many islands the Pescadores. 
found there great need for all types 
medical work. 

Marjorie Bly, R.N. 
Taipai, Taiwan 

THE STAR, being means ad- 
verse correcting errors the part 
acknowledge error its own part, 
not actual statement least 
implication. 

the editorial the June issue you 
tell the use the Forbidden Word 
the WHO special publication 
entitled “Leprosy, Survey Recent 
the same breath, with- 
out break the paragraph, you 
say, “Ironically the membership 
‘Expert Committee Leprosy,’ 
composed scientists who are prom- 
inently identified with the International 
Association and were key people 
the Congresses (Havana and Madrid) 
which the Association co-sponsored.” 

Your readers will naturally assume, 
the context, that the committee 
which you name with apparently deri- 
sive quotation marks 
for the report which objection 
made, least was some way re- 
sponsible for its objectionable 

The truth the matter that the 
committee had nothing whatever 
with that publication, and far 
aware its members had knowl- 


Mail Bag 


edge that was being written. The 
pamphlet does not indicate whom 
was prepared, nor does review 
that appeared the WHO Chronicle 
(1954) (Jan.) was obviously 
done, the Secretariat Geneva, 
someone not aware the present-day 
usage terms. 

Windsor Wade, M.D. 

Editor, International Journal 

Leprosy 

Culion, Palawan, Philippines 


printing THE STAR, follow 
style book which calls for capitalizing 
titles organizations and for enclosing 
within quotes names committees from 
such organizations. strive for uni- 
fermity but title name contains 
the term “leprosy” “leper” organ- 
ization committee, will more than 
likely turn our pages within 
quotes. object these terms, one 
almost much the other, for what 
consider perfectly valid reasons, and 
when they appear THE STAR 
they necessarily must this stage, 
want emphasize our readers that 
they are not 

Our friend, Dr. Wade, has read 
implication this which had not 
even the remotest idea conveying. 
not operate that way. say 
what mean plainly know 
how, without implication inference. 
from holding the WHO “Experi 
Committee” derision, have only 
the deepest respect and highest admi- 
ration for its membership, individually 
and collectively. They are among the 
comparatively few top-flight scientists 
this field the world. However, this 
does not keep from disagreeing with 
attitude towards terminology, 
attitude which believe based 
and convenience. Tradition 
dies hard, The history medicine re- 
cords many instances. Moreover, the tra- 
ditionalists not consider the question 
terminology major importance 
this problem. do. 

Granted the WHO Committee was 
not responsible any way for the Sur- 
vey, but, think our contention that 
should have been submitted them 
reasonable. One naturally assumes 
that WHO would ask its “Expert Com- 
mittee” function advisory capa- 
city all matters pertaining this dis- 
ease. one seems know who prepar- 
the Survey, wrote the introduction, 
etc., which first appeared the 
national Digest Health Legislation 
was reprinted pamphlet form 
(1954). Even inquiry the WHO 
office New York drew 
biank. “Our file copy does not contain 
the name.” But one thing 
know, the Survey reeked with the 
odious word designate the 


patient from its introduction through 
its conclusion, either disregard 
ignorance official international recom- 
mendations this 

Robert Cochrane, himself 
member the WHO “Expert Com- 
mittee Leprosy.” has declared, “lep- 
rosy very interesting disease, 
inite clinical condition,’ but said he, 
“the word ‘leper’ soctal stigma.” The 
late Dr. G.H. Faget, pioneer sulfone 
therapist, said the word was 
“undeserved insult” the patient, “it 
must feel like slap the face.” 

WHO (World Health Organization) 
part the United Nations whose 
charter stresses “the dignity and worth 
the human have said 
before but shall say again and 
name which imbedded the 
language synonym for outcast, and 
the ultimate human degradation, not 
only destroys his “dignity and worth” 
but throws powerful psychological 
barrier modern medical concepts 
the disease from which suffers. Ed. 

The aim this letter express 
your good selves the best thanks our 
President Rev. Fr. Angelos Nissiotis and 
self for the very interesting article 
and comments the activity our 
Committee which you have inserted 
THE STAR (May 1955). congrat- 
ulate you heartily for the article dealing 
with matters concerning the patient 
with Hansen’s disease 
the problems Greece which you know 
detail. were doubt whether 
continue our work Committee be- 
cause have attained the great scope 
our endeavours the abolition 
Spinalonga and the anachrinistic law 
and the setting into force the new law 
based upon the new aspects the dis- 
ease and patients. But now our friend, 
Dr. Cochrane says, “two other things 
are needed along with the sulfone: com- 
mon sense and understanding,” de- 
cided continue the fight enlighten- 
ing and educating the general public 
the disease and the same time 
help sufferers and ex-patients solve 
their many social problems. 

are glad note the contents 
the letter from the Relatives and Friends 
Association (HD), Australia (STAR, 
June and should like ally 
ourselves with them and help with all 
the means have 

The Committee for Leprosy 
Greece 

Athens, Greece 
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Septemebr 1955 


| 
| 
} 
| 
i 
(: 
\ 


Hansen’s disease was not known Biblical times and has not the 
resemblance The unfortunate notion that zaraath dis- 
ease has semantic only, the word leprosy has been used for many 
jerent diseases during the course time. These statements are supported 
authoritative proof contained scientific treatises (Lendrum, Tas, Gramberg, 
MacArthur, etc.), reprints which are available from THE STAR. 

International medical experts agree that any scheme for the control 
will depend for its success educated public opinion. 

Biblical associations with the disease are major factor the leprophobia 
and change terminology would contribute saner public view- 
point. immediate step accomplishing the disassociation would 


change the name the 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater and 
young children, and decreases with age. also probabie 
that most cases the susceptibility familal. continen- 
tal United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Tex- 
and Florida. Outside these states, Hansen’s disease 
rarely communicated contacts that from the public health 
standpoint might considered practically non-com- 
municable disease. This statement supported recommen- 
dations the American Public Health Association (Control 
Communicable Diseases Man, 1950). These APHA re- 
commendations are with U.S, Public Health Service. 

The hospital Carville was founded sixty years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very 
simple precautions, not comparable with those they would 
take dealing with diphtheria, typhoid, and other com- 
municable diseases. 

Visitors, with the exception children under 13, are ad- 
mitted freely. The general visiting adolescents not en- 


AAAS, 
AAA 


Despite the fact that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious 
and lay, have been daily association with the patients, the 
incidence infection very small. some these cases rea- 
sonable doubt exists whether the individual acquired 
the infection the Hansenarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, With but one possible exception native this 
endemic not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic states 


the Union, and one would expect more cases develop 


sheer coincidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point 
such record? 
* * * ** 


the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, good father never took any precau- 
tions against infection but lived continuously under unhygien- 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years with- 
out contracting the disease. 


couraged. Visitors are required take any special pre 
cautions. 

Patients are permitted visit their homes 

FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof that Hansen’s disease the least 
communicable diseases. 

Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media, but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 

* * * * 

THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Once that determined, the 6,000- 
year-old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, 
announced his discovery the germ generally accepted 
the causative agent the disease. appearance and size 
closely resembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the 
tubercle bacillus. single organisms impossible 
the “laboratory” distinguish between the two germs. 


* * * * 


Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
New York (exclusive New York City) and Vermont, 
and patients those states are subject restrictions. 
New York City, patients are permitted about 


their usual activities but may not food handlers, take 
care children, nor nurse the sick. 


* * * * 

Eleven states (Ala., Maine, Mass., Mich., Minn., N.H., 
N.J., N.D., Pa., and W.Va.) have requirements ex- 
cept reporting. General regulations for control communi 
cable diseases, however, may invoked. Mass., Mich., and 


N.D. specifically have restrictions” regards isolation 
patients. 


* * * * 


man woman may remain perfect physical health 
for years after contracting Hansen’s disease. More than half 


the patients now Carville could sit unnoted any 
social gathering. 


this modern time, the aura fear 
Hansen’s 

Paul Bunyan and his ox, Old Blue. 

Health Bulletin, 
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Promote educated public opinion Hansen’s disease. 
Furnish occupational therapy for interested patients. 
Encourage and finance social service for needy patients. 
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